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Clark School superintendent Luanne

Warren submits retirement resignation
A FACS room gets flood for Christmas present

Clark School superintendent Lu-
anne Warren submitted her retire-
ment resignation at the January
meeting of the Clark School Board.
Warren, who has been associated
with Clark School for 37 years, over
five decades, has been the Clark
School superintendent the past sev-
en years.

In her resignation letter to the
board of education, Warren cit-
ed health reasons for the decision
at this time. Warren, who had
COVID-19 earlier this fall, felt that
this was the time for this decision.

The superintendent stated that
her position will open immediate-
ly to be filled for the coming school
year. She will finish the 2020-21
school term.

Univent flood #4

Two representatives from Allied
Climate Professional were first on
the school board agenda.

On Christmas morning, between
2:00-3:00 a.m., for the fourth time
in recent memory, there was a flood
in the Family and Consumer Sci-
ence (FACS) room(s) on the west
side of the high school.

High winds are the blame as
the right condition hampered the
damper, causing coils to freeze, set-
ting off a chain reaction.

This 80 minute discussion had
board president Robert Steffen
asking Allied Climate spokesmen
many questions, including why the
lost flow in the univents caused this
problem and what needs to be done
so it never happens again.

(A univent is the housing mecha-

nism for the coil, valves, activator,
damper, filter, etc. that heats and
cools the building/room.)

Allied Climate representatives
explained that is isn’t a control is-
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January, 2021, has seen the average high above
freezing and the average low approximately 18°.
Unheard of. Plus, the near future is to remain the

Weird January weather is ‘doable’

To this point, January weather has not been nor-
January is the month when the temperature
drops way below zero and bitter cold sets in and

The snow depth has been as high as seven inches
this month, allowing sleds and snowboards to be
seen on the ‘sledding hill’ north of 8th Ave. NE and
west of Smith St.,
and Delilah Yexley were snowboarding after school.

Some moisture, either light snow or light rain,
along with cloudy, foggy conditions has also been
the norm this new year.
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Nonagenarian Louie Brush survives COVID- 19

“Don’t get it.” That’s the advice
one will get from Louie Brush of
Clark regarding the COVID-19 vi-
rus.

“I've had several different sur-
geries in my lifetime with hospital
stays and none of them compare to
this virus,” continued Brush.

“It makes you so weak. This af-
fects your whole body - everything
aches - your legs ache and are very
weak. IfI got down on my knees for
something, I could not get back up
again without help.”

His daughter Dawn Brush of Ab-
erdeen has been with him in the
house since his diagnosis and has
made it possible for him to remain
in his home during his recupera-
tion.

Close friends and family members
have also assisted as well as home
health care professionals. Unable
to drive due to vision impairment,
Dawn has very much appreciated
the help of family, friends and pro-
fessionals during her father’s recu-
peration.

“We couldn’t have had him at
home through this without their
help,” stated Dawn of Sally Water-
fall, Lynda Stern and David Paul-
son specifically. “Louann at the
clinic has been great, too. Living
in a smaller community, we’ve been
fortunate to have so many call, text
and email to see how we are doing
and if we need anything. It makes
me wonder what people do in big
cities where they don’t know any-
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COVID after effects/‘long

haulers’
Novel coronavirus symptoms can
last weeks or months for some peo-

Brush
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Louie Brush turned 91 years old on September 27 of last year. On
October 23, 2020, what he thought was just a sinus infection resulted in
a positive COVID-19 diagnosis.

Feeling pretty good at the beginning turned into a week later feeling
not so good, a trip to the clinic and then to the hospital with an oxygen
level below 90%. He doesn’t think he would have made it without the
help of his number one nurse - his daughter Dawn, shown above, stand-
ing behind her father.

Approximately 104 accidents in county in 2020
A One fatality and many deer hits

Statistics from the Clark County
Sheriff’s office show 104 accidents
occurred in 2020 in Clark County.
Every year deer accidents account
for at least two-thirds of the acci-
dents and that proved true again in
2020.

Some key statistics

O Approximately 104 accidents
occurred in the county. This is
right at the 10-year average which
is between 100 and 105. A year
ago there were 102 accidents in the
county.

A The amount of damage caused
by 2020 motor vehicle accidents in

. Clark County was estimated at $1.3
Clark County Accidents | .. "~
(By month) Q Three-quarters of all accidents
January.......ccceceeeeeeeeeiiiieeeeee e, 5 were deer related.
February.......cccccoevvviiiiieieeeinns 2 Q Fourteen of the accidents in-
March.....ccccceeeeeeeeiiiieeeeeees 8 volved injury to an individual.
APTil..ceeeiieiiiiie 0 QA The last three months, October,
May...ooeeeieeeeciiieee e 11 November and December, was the
JUNC...cotiiiiiiiiiiee e 10| quarter with the most accidents, 45.
JUlYeeeiiiiiiii e, 8 QA Ten accidents were two-car ac-
August.....ccoceveeeiiiiii e 9 cidents. Fourteen were one-car ac-
September...........cccceeveevviieeeeenn. 5 cidents.
October........coveeeeiiiiieeeciiieeees 10 Q There was one fatal accident in
November.........cccoeeveveerireeeenns 21 2020.
December..........c.ccoeveeveveueennnn. 14 Accidents
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Cyclone assistant Mark Prouty’s basketball coachlng journey kicked off 40 years ago

By Roger Merriam
Public Opinion Sports Editor

Nowadays, the coaching profes-
sion doesn’t necessarily lend itself
to the staying power experienced
by veteran high school basketball
coach Mark Prouty.

The 1977 Hamlin High School
graduate has fashioned a lengthy
career as a boys and girls basketball
coach in northeastern South Dako-
ta that actually began 40 winters
ago when he served as a student
teacher and coach at Clark during
the 1980-81 school year.

“I have a lot of passion for the
game of basketball and I love to
teach kids the right way to do
things,” said Prouty in explaining
why he’s yet to walk away from his
court-side seat.

Prouty’s travels haven’t really
taken him that far from the family
farm near Vienna where he began
to develop the love of the game that
he’s cherished throughout his life-
time.

He spent his sophomore and ju-
nior years playing for Hamlin teams
coached by Richard “Dick’ Baysing-
er and his senior year under head
coach Dave Wagner. The Chargers
were rated No. 1 in both of his fi-
nal two seasons and advanced to
the state Class B tournament —
under the old two-class system —
before suffering first-round losses
each year to teams they had beaten
during the regular season.

The disappointments  didn’t
derail his association with the
game that included two years as

a benchwarmer and one year as a
part-time starter under South Da-
kota Sports Hall of Fame coach Gor-
don Fosness at Dakota Wesleyan
University in Mitchell, numerous
years of amateur basketball and a
coaching career that has officially
entered its fifth decade.

“His knowledge of the game is
incredible,” said Clark-Willow Lake
head boys basketball coach Jerome
Nesheim, who’s had Prouty as his
right-hand man the past 11 winters.
“And he never forgets anything,
whether it’s the stuff he learned in
1981 or the stuff he learns today.
He may be still old school, but he’s
never behind the times and he’s al-
ways looking for something new to
get better.”

Let’s follow the trail of Prouty’s
coaching career:

Getting Started

The career, as mentioned above,
actually kicked off with his stu-
dent teaching and coaching stint
at Clark that helped him complete
his requirements to graduate from
DWU in 1981.

Prouty served as the Comets’ C
team coach under head coach Lar-
ry Warren and assistant Tom Jas-
tram. The varsity squad featured
some notable talents and ended up
recording a third-place finish in the
State B tournament.

The budding coach introduced
the Man-to-Man Defensive Shell
Drill to the Comets and also recom-
mended that the team employ a 2-2-
1 zone press in order to overcome a
deficit in the region tournament.

After graduating from DWU,
Prouty didn’t immediate start his
teaching and coaching career.

After a nine-month trip to Aus-
tralia, he returned home and set-
tled back to help run the family
farm in Vienna.

Prouty got back into coaching
when he spent two years as an
assistant girls coach under Larry
Goebel at Hamlin in the fall of 1984
and the fall of 1985.

Off and Running

The late Gene Furness, a Clark
native, was the principal and the
late Dennis Nelson, father of leg-
endary Yankton High School stand-
out Chad Nelson and also later
Waubay standout Coy Nelson, the
superintendent who helped con-
vince Prouty to take over the Wau-
bay High School girls basketball
program in 1986.

The Dragons’ success — following
a path that was similar to just about
every place Prouty has coached —
went from 1-18 to 7-12 to 10-11.

Many of the young girls he helped
introduce the game to went on to
become members of Waubay’s 1993
State B consolation championship
team — one of only two state-tour-
ney teams in school history.

Prouty then spent the 1989-
90 season as Waubay’s head boys
basketball coach, going 5-16. The
Dragons, however, battled eventual
Region 1B champion Summit to the
wire in the semifinals of the District

Prouty
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If you 've ever Iearned to spln a basketball on your
middle finger, you know it’s not an easy task. It prob-
ably doesn’t make you a better basketball player ei-
ther, but if you have the wherewithal to master this
trick, you also have the ability to master other basket-
ball skills that come with having a ball in your hand

night and day.

<

Jacob Prouty and his dad Mark Prouty are pumping
up the fans at a Cyclone boys basketball pepfest, pri-
or to winning the South Dakota Class B Tournament.
Jacob Prouty led the Cyclones to the title and was
named to the All-Tournament team. Mark Prouty was
an assistant Cyclone coach and now has coached 40
years. Congratulations Mark!



